Clinical and histopathological observations on pure neuritic leprosy.
Pure neuritic leprosy is a well accepted clinical entity. In the absence of skin lesions there is a greater possibility of missing the diagnosis of leprosy due particularly to a wide variety of pure neural manifestations that may mimic other peripheral neuropathies. Histopathological studies of pure neuritic leprosy have received less attention for ethical reasons and limitations of surgery. Classification of pure neuritic leprosy poses problems since the histological spectrum (e.g. Ridley-Jopling scale) is based chiefly on the skin picture. Review of the past literature shows conflicting reports about comparability of the skin and nerve pictures. This paper presents clinical and histopathological observations on twelve patients of pure neuritic leprosy, the interesting observations being that all the patients showed lepromin positivity and a narrower histological spectrum, ranging from TT to BB only.